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Statutory Consultee

A Statutory Consultee is an 

organisation who, in certain 

circumstances, the Local 

Planning Authority must 

consult prior to a decision 

being made on a planning 

application.  

The Canal & River Trust is 

a Statutory Consultee.  



What are we consulted on?

“Development likely to affect 

• any inland waterway (whether 
natural or artificial) or reservoir 
owned or managed by the 
Canal & River Trust; or 

• any canal feeder channel, 
watercourse, let off or culvert 

which is within an area which has 
been notified for the purposes of 
this provision to the local planning 
authority by the Trust”.



“Likely to affect”

Government guidance in 1997 

advised that development 

likely to affect a waterway 

covered:

• development which involves 

any digging of foundations;



“Notified Area”

On large developments: On small developments:



Duties
• To respond to consultations 

in 21 days or agreed 

extended period.

• Not all consultations are 

included in the duty.

• To report to government and 

publish our performance 

statistics – 89% 15/16

• Mindful of government view 

of statutory consultees.

1870
2015-2016

>95%

2255
2015-2016



Responding in 21 days



Internal Consultation

HERITAGE



Increasing Awareness 

Making External Parties aware of Consultations:

Example of weekly planning 

application list published on 

our website

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/planning-and-design/planning-

notices

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/planning-and-design/planning-notices


How we respond

Statutory Consultees

Substantive responses

• (a) no comment;

• (b) content;

• (c) refers to current

standing advice; or

• (d) provides advice

to the consultor.



How we respond

Not just protecting our engineering assets but 

also other treasured assets – heritage, 

environment & water.

waterenvironmentheritage



Post Decision

• We monitor the effectiveness 

of our responses.

• Respond to post decision 

matters.

• Participate in appeals, if 

necessary.

• Are subject to potential 

awards of costs to or against 

the Trust at appeal.



NSIPs (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects)

• Trust is a prescribed consultee.

• There are NO extensions of time.



Planning Policy

• NOT a statutory consultee

• 177 Local Planning 
Authorities

• 900 Parish Councils

• Combined 
Authorities/London

• Aim to waterproof policies



Permission in Principle

• Government consultation earlier in 2016.

• Provides inconsistent arrangements for 

consultation with the Trust between:

Permission in Principle on application.

Permission in Principle in a qualifying 

document.

• Seeking modifications to arrangements.



E-Planning Toolkit

A one-stop shop for Local Planning Authorities, 

developers and other stakeholders to obtain 

information which facilitates self-help on planning 

matters related to a waterway environment.



IWA PERSPECTIVE



IWA

Roles and Responsibilities

• Campaigning for the conservation, use, maintenance, 
restoration and development of the inland waterways

• Voluntary Campaigning Organisation 

Structure & Contacts



Any Questions ?





• Demolition of public house and redevelopment 

with 13 dwellings, including 4 affordable homes for 

first time buyers as required by LPA policy. 

• Site just outside the village of Somewhere, in an 

designated  open countryside but not Green Belt. 

• Up to date local plan and 5 year supply of housing 

• Pub closed for 2 years in spite of active marketing,  

beginning to look run down.

• Site immediately adjacent to canal which is a SSSI, 

situated 2 metres below the level of the site. 

• There is an existing stepped  access from the canal 

towpath into the Pubs beer garden.

• Applicant does not wish to retain this access give 

site layout and perceived security risk for future 

residents.

What matters would your response to the LPA 

address?



•

•

•






